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A Commitment to the Jewish People, Judaism,
and the State of Israel

THE AVI CHAI FOUNDATION, established in 1984, functions in Israel and
the United States. The primary objective of AVI CHAI is to encourage mutual
understanding and sensitivity among Jews of different religious backgrounds
and commitments to observance and tradition. AVI CHAL is also interested in
increasing the understanding and education of Israelis about Jewish traditions,
customs and laws. To achieve these ends, the Foundation initiates, plans and
supports various programs and initiatives. Some projects currently supported
by AVI CHAI include:

* In May 1996 the Foundation embarked on a broad public campaign, under
the slogan "Tzav Pius," calling on Jews from all sectors of the population to
show mutual understanding and respect for each other. At the center of the
campaign are two principles of faith that stand at the base of the existence of
the Jewish people and the Jewish State: “We must respect our Jewish tradition;
we must safeguard democracy.”

* AVI CHAI commissioned a study from The Guttman Institute of Applied
Social Research on “Beliefs, Observances and Social Interaction among Israeli
Jews.” This landmark report has been a basis for ongoing debate throughout
the Jewish world, by both academics and lay people, about the Jewish nature
of Israeli society.

* One initiative based on the Guttman study is being carried out in the Israel
Defense Forces, in conjunction with the Shorashim educational organization.
The program entails seminars for cadets in the officer corps in which issues
relating to Judaism, Zionism and the State of Israel are explored.

* For a decade AVI CHAI sought to participate in a school that would attempt
to combine studies for children from different religious backgrounds.
Jerusalem Mayor M.K. Ehud Olmert, who promoted the establishment of the
“Keshet”school, introduced us to this special educational project. We are
pleased to have funded a study grant for the school, and we have continued to
support the school since its opening last year.

* In order to improve the teaching of Jewish studies in the State School system,
AVI CHAI supports the development by the Centre for Educational
Technology (CET) of a Jewish studies curriculum for junior high schools, as
well as a new program in teacher training at Oranim, the School of Education
of the Kibbutz Movement.

* AVI CHAI funded a study to consider the need for the establishment of a new
post-rabbinic training program that would prepare rabbis to better address the
needs of contemporary Israeli society. AVI CHAI made a founding grant and
continues as a major funding partner for Beit Morasha of Jerusalem.

* Among the Foundation’s publications are Religious and Secular: Conflict and
Accommodation among Jews in Israel, and The World of Rav Kook’s Thought.

AVI CHAI works to promote its goals through a variety of projects in North
America, as well.



The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel

The AVI CHAI Prize today is being awarded for the fourth consecutive year.

The aim of the Prize is to recognize and encourage significant initiatives which
contribute toward increasing mutual understanding and sensitivity among Jews of
different backgrounds and commitments to religious observance in Israel.

The Prize may be conferred on any resident of Israel (not an institution,
organization, or any other public body) who has made a significant, ongoing or
innovative contribution to creating a bridge between Jews with different
approaches to tradition, and whose activities stem from an approach of
understanding and appreciation for the various facets of the Jewish heritage.

The Selection Committee is composed of nine people of public stature in Israeli
society, who represent a broad spectrum of approaches to Jewish tradition.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5756 is in the amount of NIS 50,000,

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5753 was awarded to Dr. Daniel Tropper, initiator and founder
of GESHER.

For two decades, GESHER has hosted joint meetings for youth from schools throughout the
country, to bring together students who represent different orientations toward Jewish tradition,
with the goal of strengthening their Jewish-Zionist identity and contributing to respect between
religious and secular Jews.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5754 was awarded to Aryeh Ben-Gurion, Founder of the
Inter-kibbutz Holiday Archives.

The Archives have integrated Jewish tradition into the kibbutz community, creating an innovative
Jewish cultural infrastructure in a changing world, for the kibbutz and the entire country.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5755 was awarded to Dr. Zvi Zameret, Director of Yad Itzhak
Ben-Zvi.

Dr. Zameret's career and lifestyle provide a personal example of the successful dialogue between
Jews of different religious backgrounds, and his actions foster respect for, and knowledge of,
Jewish tradition in all sectors of Israeli society.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5756 is being awarded at the President’s Residence
in Jerusalem.

SELECTION COMMITTEE

Dr. Carmi Yogev, Chairman
Educator, Chairman of the Board, Center for Educational Technology

Judge David Bar Tov
Former adviser to three Presidents; Regional Judge (ret.); former head of Liaison Bureau,
Foreign Ministry

Prof. Yehuda Bauer (on Sabbatical)
Professor and Academic Chairman, Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Hebrew University,
Jerusalem

Rochelle Furstenberg
Journalist, Contributing Editor, The Jerusalem Report

Gurion Meltzer
Chairman, Bezeq Communications Ltd.

Avner Shalev
Chairman, Yad Vashem Directorate

Victor Shem-Tov
Former Minister of Health and Member of Knesset

Prof. Uriel Simon
Prof. of Bible, Bar-Ilan University

Prof. David W. Weiss
Professor and Chairman, Dept. of General and Tumor Immunology, Hebrew
University-Hadassah Medical School, Jerusalem; Member, Board of Trustees of AVI CHAI



Rav Menachem Fruman

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5756 is being awarded to Rav Menachem
Fruman for his many and varied initiatives to increase understanding and
sensitivity among Jews with different approaches to Jewish tradition, and
for his continuing search for a common language with which to develop
respectful co-existence between all sectors of the Jewish people.

Rav Fruman embodies in his personal character the approach by which it is possible to
live a full Jewish life with mutual understanding and respect for those whose
observance and world outlook are different.

Together with his family, he reflects these principles not only ideologically but
practically as well. In the integrated settlement of Tekoa where he lives and serves as
rabbi, Rav Fruman’s approach was the inspiration for the formation of the community,
where residents with different Jewish lifestyles live and study together with mutual
respect and openness.

The “ACHI" school in Tekoa, under the guidance of Rav Fruman and others on the
founding team of educators, includes innovative curricula that create an open
educational climate that is sensitive to the views and lifestyles of all the students,
observant and non-observant. Education to Jewish values is non-coercive. The school
is producing a new generation of Israeli Jews who have learned how to live together.

In addition to his activity and involvement within his community, Rav Fruman
untiringly carries out a broad range of undertakings aimed at promoting his ideas in
the media. His appearances on television and radio, and his numerous articles in
newspapers and journals from the entire spectrum of religious positions, give him the
opportunity to express his ideas for uniting the Jewish people.

In carrying out this goal, Rav Fruman has established contacts with many leading
opinion-makers, politicians, intellectuals and academic people from all points on the
religious continuum. He holds frank, open dialogues with them and leads the way, with
courage and perseverance, in his continuing search for a common denominator on
behalf of the unity of the people.

Rav Fruman also holds similar dialogues with Moslem religious, intellectual and
political leaders, in an attempt to shape a new pact of understanding and peace between
Jews and Moslems.

In addition to his rabbinical training from Merkaz HaRav Yeshiva, Rav Fruman has a
broad general education as well, having studied general and Jewish philosophy at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. A journalist, philosopher, poet and playwright, some
of Rav Fruman's plays and poems deal with relations between different sectors of the
Jewish people. He served in the IDF paratroop corps, and has fought in Israel’s wars.

Rav Menachem Fruman was born in 1945, at Kfar Hassidim.

During the years 1963-1966 he served in the Paratroop-Nahal unit, afterwards
becoming a member of Kibbutz Ha'On.

In 1967 he began his studies at Yeshivat Mercaz HaRav Kook in Jerusalem. He later
studied general philosophy and Jewish Studies at the Hebrew University, and then
resumed his studies at Yeshivat Mercaz Harav.

From 1974-1977 he lived in the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem and directed the Bar-Ilan
House.

In 1977 he received his rabbinical ordination.

From 1977-1980 he was one of the founders of the settlement of Migdal Oz in the
Gush Etzion bloc, and served as rabbi of the settlement.

Since 1980, he has lived with his wife Hadassah and his ten children in the
settlement of Tekoa. He serves as the rabbi of Tekoa, was one of the founders of the
unique “ACHI” school in the settlement, and teaches at the Yeshiva in Otniel.
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