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AVI CHAI Prize

The AVI CHAI Prize is awarded each year to an individual or individuals
who have made a unique and significant contribution to increasing mutual
understanding, respect, and sensitivity among Jews of diverse religious
backgrounds and approaches to Jewish tradition.

The Prize, in the amount of NIS 100,000, is intended to give prominence to
the work of individuals who promote, through their activity, a more tolerant
and diverse Israeli society, rooted in Jewish values.

The Prize Committee comprises nine public figures representing a wide
spectrum of approaches to Jewish tradition, including a representative of AVI
CHAI Israel.

AVI CHAI

AVI CHAI is a private foundation established in 1984 and active in Israel,
North America, and the former Soviet Union.

AVI CHAI, which is committed to the perpetuation of the Jewish people,
Judaism, and the centrality of the State of Israel to the Jewish people, has two
main objectives: To encourage mutual understanding and sensitivity among
Jews of different religious backgrounds and commitments to Jewish
tradition.

To nurture among all segments of the Jewish people their connection to Jewish
tradition and their understanding of, and appreciation for, the Jewish heritage,
its customs, laws, and values.

In order to achieve these goals, AVI CHAI Israel supports a variety of
educational and media activities, intended for a broad population, with
diverse outlooks and approaches to Jewish life.

Below are some of the programs supported by AVI CHAL.

For more details, see AVI CHAI’s Website: www.avichai.org.il.
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AVI CHAI in the Media

An ongoing effort to encourage the development and production of new television programs
related to Jewish culture and reconciliation. The Foundation has funded the production of a variety
of programs, which feature dialogue between people of differing views, exposure to Jewish knowledge
and cultural values, and encounters with segments of Israeli society not usually seen or heard in the
media.

Programs supported by AVI CHAI have earned impressive ratings and favorable reviews from critics
and viewers alike.

Elul

An institution that promotes the joint study of classical and modern
Jewish texts by religious and secular participants. Elul, one of the
pioneers in this field, runs a beit midrash program for its core
leadership group, and trains and provides guidance to 16 other
learning communities throughout the country.

SN

Bamidbar

A center of Jewish study and celebration in the Negev. Since its establishment in Yerucham in 1996,
BaMidbar has grown into a significant Jewish cultural center that attracts the region's diverse
population. BaMidbar programs span a wide spectrum of activities, including a creative beit midrash
for BaMidbar's leadership, a beit midrash for children, various study programs for high school and
post-high school youth, a program on parshat hashavuah, a dance midrash group, a program of
Jewish studies for workers in nearby factories, and community-wide events. About 1,200 people
participate in BaMidbar activities on a weekly basis, and thousands take part in community events
connected to the holidays.

Pre-Army Mechinot

A program of support for pre-army mechinot (preparatory programs) that
target either secular or religious and secular participants together. Mechinot
provide an intensive year-long educational program for post-high school
youth that combines the study of Judaism and Zionism with community
service, leadership development, and pre-army training. Currently, AVI CHAI
provides basic grants to ten mechinot-Aderet, Ami Chai, Beit Yisrael, Ein Prat,
Meitzar, Nachshon, Negev, Rabin, Upper Galilee, and Yemin Orde-with a
total of about 300 young people enrolled.
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MiMizrach Shemesh

A community leadership project that aspires to promote Judaism's social
values in Israeli society, especially via the study and celebration of the Mizrachi
(Eastern) Jewish heritage. During 2003704, 12 study groups, with more than
200 participants, met regularly at various locations in the country. These
included a core leadership group, and study groups for university students,
community leaders, educators, artists, women, and teenagers. In addition,
the Center's senior staff meets with educators, organizations, and leaders to
further disseminate their message.

Itim

A project for providing information, consultation, and support on issues relating to the Jewish life-
cycle for immigrants from the former Soviet Union. ITIM was founded in 2000 to provide Israeli
Jews with information and guidance on Jewish life cycle events: birth, bar and bat mitzvah, marriage,
divorce, conversion, and death. ITIM currently relies on three main vehicles to achieve its goals:
information booklets, a website, and a telephone hotline. AVI CHAI's support enables ITIM to
translate and distribute ITIM information booklets in Russian; develop a Russian-language version
of ITIM's website; and adapt ITIM's hotline to the needs of Russian-speakers.

Tzav Pius

AVI CHAI's “flagship” enterprise in promoting mutual understanding among
Israeli Jews. Tzav Pius represents a multi-faceted effort, staffed by the
Foundation, whose most visible initiatives encompass a variety of media
activities that promote messages of “pius” (reconciliation). These include ad
campaigns on television and in haredi newspapers; television programs, such
as the successful Tzav Pius talk-show for youth, “Someone Spoke,” now in
its fifth year; and Internet-based initiatives, such as a popular website. Tzav
Pius also initiates and supports a wide variety of educational and community-
related projects, including dialogue groups between haredim and secular,
religious-secular youth soccer teams, and Jewish culture festivals for the
general public.

Singing Communities

A program to foster “singing communities” that bring together diverse audiences to experience,
celebrate, and deepen their connection to Jewish culture via Jewish music, especially piyyut (liturgical
poetry). During 2003704, four communities in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Netanya met weekly to study
selected liturgical pieces, led by traditional paytanim (singers of liturgical poetry), musicians, or
writers, and to sing piyyutim. Now in partnership with the International Cultural Center for Youth,
the project currently is focusing on training facilitators and expanding the number of kehillot sharot
around the country.
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The AVI CHAI Prize is being awarded to Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom, founder
and rector of Beit Morasha in Jerusalem, for his extensive and diverse efforts to
develop a shared cultural foundation for fruitful dialogue among the different

segments of Israeli Jewry.
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Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom

Benjamin Ish-Shalom was born in 1953 to a traditional family. He attended the Har Etzion hesder yeshiva
and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, earning a doctorate in Jewish philosophy.

Prof. Ish-Shalom’s research and academic books address primarily topics related to Jewish philosophy,
and include in particular an original analysis of the teachings of Rabbi Kook.

In 1990, he founded Beit Morasha of Jerusalem: The Academic Center for Jewish Studies and Leadership,
which is devoted to developing and empowering an educated, moderate Jewish leadership. In addition
to its core program, Beit Morasha implements a number of projects that focus on dialogue and the
development of a shared cultural language for all segments of the Israeli Jewish population.

Over the years, Prof. Ish-Shalom has been involved in a range of initiatives that seek to promote a more
cohesive Israeli society, including the founding of Gesher, an organization that encourages dialogue
between religious and secular Jews (1970); the “Peace in Israel” covenant (1997); and the establishment
of the National Consensus Group, which sought ways to bridge disputes and reach agreement on
various controversies in Israel society (1998).

In 1999, in keeping with a resolution by the Government of Israel and in cooperation with the Jewish

Agency, Prof. Ish-Shalom founded the Joint Institute for Jewish Studies. The Institute enables thousands
of immigrants to learn about their Jewish heritage and, for those interested, to convert to Judaism. The
Joint Institute is distinguished by the collaboration of Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform representatives.

In 2002, together with the IDF Chief Education Officer, Prof. Ish-Shalom initiated the Nativ program
in the IDF, which provides immigrant soldiers with a program based on Jewish-Zionist education and
values, and offers the option of conversion while serving in the army.

In 2003, in cooperation with the IDF Chief of General Staff and Chief Education Officer, Prof. Ish-Shalom

for all IDF soldiers and officers.

Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom lives and works in Jerusalem. He and his wife Rivka have six sons.
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Explication of the AVI CHAI Prize Committee’s Choice

The AVI CHAI Prize Committee recommends awarding the AVI CHAI Prize
for 5764 to Prof. Benjamin Ish-Shalom in recognition of his extensive and
diverse educational, intellectual, and public activities, especially his founding
and leadership of Beit Morasha in Jerusalem for the past 14 years.

Benjamin Ish-Shalom’s wide-ranging work is motivated by a profound sense
that the growing rifts in Israeli Jewish society are threatening the country's
ability to develop a civic national community. The State of Israel is in need of
a shared cultural foundation, upon which individuals and communities can
develop their cultural, religious, and national identity. This shared foundation
is essential if Israel is to engage in the vibrant, penetrating dialogue that is
vital for a society that seeks to be pluralistic and cohesive.

For Benjamin Ish-Shalom, the above conviction is combined with an equally
deep sense that the conditions of modern life, and even more so the social and
national mission assumed when we established the State of Israel, pose weighty
challenges for religious Jewry that require basic rethinking.

Benjamin Ish-Shalom has applied these profound insights in the three main
realms of activity he has initiated and leads:

The first realm is the exploration of the world of Torah that takes place in Beit
Morasha’s batei midrash: the Beit Midrash for Training Educational and Rabbinical
Leadership, the Beit Midrash for Women’s Leadership, and the Learning
Community Chavura (a beit midrash for young men and women, religious
and secular, which represents a kind of archetype of what Israeli discourse
can and should be). This process of exploration also can be found in other
settings inspired by or initiated by Beit Morasha, including Yi’ud (a program
that trains National Service volunteers to teach Judaism in state mamlachti
schools), Yesodot (an institute that works on issues pertaining to Torah and
state, Jewish law and democracy), and the fascinating journal, Akdamut.

The second realm of activity is an ambitious project for IDF soldiers and officers
run jointly by the IDF Education Corps, the Jewish Agency, and Beit Morasha.
The aim of the program, known as “Purpose and Uniqueness: The IDF-Israeli
Jewish Identity,” is to integrate an introduction to Israeli Jewry's shared cultural
foundations into the training of IDF commanders. This introduction is intended
to serve as the basis on which soldiers and officers can develop their unique

identity as Israeli Jews and can take lively part in the multifaceted discourse

on identity that Israeli society so greatly needs.

Prof. Ish-Shalom’s third realm of activity involves the Joint Institute for Jewish
Studies, which he founded and leads. The Joint Institute, established in response
to the recommendations of the Neeman Commission on conversion in Israel,
offers courses in Judaism in preparation for conversion. The Joint Institute is
unique because of the collaboration of Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox
Jewish leaders who developed its joint conversion curriculum. The Institute
represents a distinct, unique manifestation of Benjamin Ish-Shalom’s
fundamental insight that Israel's shared cultural foundation is indeed what
the term implies: worthy of being shared by all as a basis for discourse among
Israeli Jews, and not the platform of one hegemonic view.

Benjamin Ish-Shalom’s approach is critical vis-a-vis his own community and
revolutionary vis-a-vis the wider Israeli society. Yet, there is not a trace of
antagonism or polemic in his conduct. A pleasant, genuinely curious man, and

a respectful Tistener, Benjamin Ish-Shalom manages to develop and lead a
range of activities that bridge some of the most painful rifts in Israeli society.
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Previous Recipients of the AVI CHAI Prize

Dr. Daniel Tropper was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5753 for founding
Gesher, which conducts study encounters between students who have different
perceptions of Jewish tradition.

Arieh Ben-Gurion was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5754 for founding
Shitim, the Kibbutz Holiday Institute, which works on creating an innovative
Jewish cultural foundation in the kibbutzim and in Israel as a whole.

Dr. Zvi Zameret was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5755 for his work and
way of life, which provide a personal example of fruitful dialogue between
Jews with different perspectives on Jewish tradition.

Rabbi Menahem Froman, the rabbi of Tekoa, was awarded the AVI CHAI
Prize in 5756 for his special approach, which serves as the inspiration for the
mixed community and for the constant search for a shared language that will
serve as a basis for cooperation among all segments of the Jewish people.

Ruth Calderon Ben-Shahar and Moti Bar-Or were awarded the AVI CHAI
Prize in 5757 for their joint initiative in founding Elul, a beit midrash for
religious and nonreligious men and women, which fosters dialogue between
people with different perspectives on and attitudes toward Jewish tradition.

Prof. Avraham Shapira was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5758 for his
many spiritual, cultural, and educational endeavors, which bond the kibbutz
movement and large segments of the population to the Jewish cultural heritage.

Tova llan was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5759 for her wide-ranging
educational activity in a variety of settings, and especially for founding the
Yaacov Herzog Center for Jewish Studies and heading it for ten years.

Rabbi Prof. David Hartman was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5760 for
his life's work as a thinker and author, and for his wide-ranging educational
and public activity, centering on founding the Shalom Hartman Institute in
Jerusalem and heading it for more than two decades.

Prof. Ruth Gavison and Rabbi Ya’acov Medan were awarded the AVI CHAI
Prize in 5761 for their proposed “Foundation for a New Social Covenant
between Religious and Secular Jews in Israel.”

Adam Baruch was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5762 for his ramified and
unique writing in which he manages to mediate, in an original and unique
manner, between the language and values of traditional halakhic Judaism
and those of contemporary Israel.

Hoshea Friedman Ben-Shalom was awarded the AVI CHAI Prize in 5763 for
founding the mixed pre-induction program for religious and nonreligious
youth-an exemplary model of a vibrant, tolerant community that makes a
contribution and exerts an impact on its environment.
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